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PICTURE BOOKS 


Skaar, Grace Scott 
NOTHING BUT CATS, CATS, CATS $1.00 


Let's accept the publisher's contention that adults are sure to think this 
and its companion volume (below) are incomprehensible in their appeal, but that the 
babies love them. There's a clear attractive simplicity and directness to the four 
color pictures; there's recognition of very first picture book quality in use of such 
recognizable qualities as size (big and little)- pictorial quality (striped and spot- 
ted)- resemblances (thin and fat) and ending with sound (meow). Cardboard books- 
somewhat softer stook than previously; plastic binding. 24 pages. (9/15) 


Skaar, Grace Scott 
NOTHING BUT DOGS, DOGS, DOGS $1.00 


Companion volume- but in handling the dog qualities, the auther has used 
activities (busy-lazy- happy- hungry-full) rather than appearance. We'd suggest using 
first whichever the individual child knows best- cats or dogs; or, if both pets are 
familier, the Cat book seems a shade younger. Format identical. (9/15) 


e Woodcock, Louise Scott 
THE SMART LITTLE BOY AND HIS SMART LITTLE KITTY $1.25 
° Again picture book level for small fry, but a trifle older - say three. Heav- 


ier cardboard - four color pictures with lots of humor- plastic binding- 24 pages..... 
There's a wee bit of story, as Peter wishes he could do some of the things Kitty can do, 
while Kitty doesn’t care whether or not she can do the things Peter can do. Most parents 
are familiar with this urge on the part of small children to copy animals. Witness the 
popularity of this author's The Way the. Animals Walk. Pictures by Lucienne Bloch.(9/15) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Wagstaff, Dorothy Knopf 
THE LITTLE HORSE THAT NEVER GREW UP $1.50 


A little horse that isn't actually a pony is a dream come true for many chil- 
dren, and here in pictures and slight text is @ real story of such a horse. There's kin- 
ship and understanding in the author's conception of the little horse's regret that he 
couldn't do what the big horses did, but eventually he finds his place with e young master, 
and he discovers that he can do things the big horses can’t do. Pictures in soft brown 
tones with every page of text keep this in the picture book class. (9/11) 


Morris, Dudley Putnam 
PETER AND PATRICK $1.50 


+t aie Peter is keeping an eye on small Pat, and talking his thoughts aloud, though 
Pat doesn't listen. In pictures and running ceptions the “reader” shares Peter's dreams 
of what he might be when he grows up,- a pilot, a lion tamer, an acrobat, a fireman, a 
cop, an officer, a zoo keeper. Or he might run e steam roller or steam shovel, or play 
baseball, or be a G-man. Or perhaps he might just be Peter. Perishable board cover. ( Publ.) 
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Black, Irma Simonton & | , Scott 
Frye, Peter THE DOG DOCTOR $1.35 


































Comedy short - funnies’ techniques with illustrations by John Fischetti. Sub- 
ject matter is thoroughly appropriate for children, and will appeal to their sense of 
humor, for the captions sketch the story of a misunderstanding as to what “dog doctor” 
means, and of how the arrival of man and dog continued that misunderstanding. The pic- 
tures, while amusing, are too dependent on the text for comprehension as a comic strip, 
but once read to them, the children will get the play on words and like it. Two color 
job- paper over board binding. (9/15) 


Brown, Margaret Wise Scott 
THE WINTER NOISY BOOK $1.35 
a Number Five in @ popular series - as the sounds of winter come to Muffin who 


hasn't known before ebout ice and snow and woodfires and cracking nuts and popping corn. 
The same techniques of guessing game end sounds in words as in the other titles are em- 
ployed in this one. The pictures by Charles G. Shaw are reproduced in four celors-~- flat, 
pestery effects. Paper over beards. 48 pages. (9/15) 


McCullough, John G. Soott 
DARK IS DARK $1.50 


I didn’t like this as well as I liked either Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise 
Brown or Who Likes the Dark by Virginia Howell. And the reason? It seems to me this 
introduces a note of fear - and then offsets it, a negative appreach which makes it de- 
mand a fairly mature emotional angle. Travel by night- cats by night- the moon-sailors 
on the sea- protection from policemen and prowl cars- shadows that are good when you know 
what they are- stars- trains- lights from cars and trucks- street lights- firemen and 
Senta Claus, a motley array of night factors familiar to children. I like the variety, 
and the stylized black and grey 3 color illustrations by Charles G. Shaw are effective. 
Paper over board. 40 pages. (9/15) 


Rowand, Phyllis Scott 
WATCH THE BIRDIE! $1.35 


Parents will find this appeals to them more than to their offspring, I'll ven- 
ture to guess. Almost it might sell to the 2et It's a. Boy audience (not in equal quanti- 
ties, but as a post-baby gift). The subtitle places it:- “A fable of fond parents’ frus- 
trating efforts to photograph the first baby”, who wouldn't smile and wouldn't stay still. 
Then Grandma comes from Kansas to see for herself - and the birds on her hat do the trick? 
Baby smiles. 2 colors- paper over boards, 40 pages. (9/15) 


Slobodkina, Esphyr Scott 
CAPS FOR SALE $1.50 


Nonsense tale of the peddler who went to sleep with his unsold caps on his head- 
and of the monkeys who stole them and wouldn’t give them back until, in disgust he threw 
the one remaining cap away. Then- monkey see, monkey do- they all threw their caps away. 
He gathered them up and took himself off. Successful in its original form, now reissued 
with new 4-color illustrations, and with an improved type face. (9/15) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Moodey, Marion McCook Holiday House 
HERE COMBS THE PEDDLER? $1.50 





Period story of the bleakness of life in a mining camp, when the coming of 
the peddler with his assorted supplies was a high point of a year. Particularly this 
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is the story of Mary Ellen and her secret dream to have a dress made of store bought 
goods- and of how her dream gave way before the miracle of opportunity when the peddler 
brought the first sewing machine seen in the district. There is a quaintness somewhat 
offset by an effect of grotesquerie in the drawings by Kyra Markham. (9/15) 


Bannon, Laura | Houghton, Mifflin 
BABY ROO $1.50 


A second grade reader might be able to read this story of the baby kangaroo 
brought to this country by a sailor, but in the main it belongs in the read-aloud-categ- 
ory, for five and six year olds will like the story, though they wont get the applica- 
tion of the philosophy to democracy's treatment of minorities. For the baby kangaroo 
was ignored by the other pasture animals as (a) different and (b) foreign - until she 
showed how far she could jump and that she boasted a shiny dime in her pocket. Then 
even the pigs and the geese accepted her. Sturdy cloth bound book; numerous black and 


whites. (Publ.) 


Hurd, Edith Thacher Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
BENNY THE BULLDOZER $1.25 
° A welcome addition tofngine: No.9, Speedy the Hook and Ladder Truck and 


Sky High ~- and a boon to parents of six to eight year olds (and younger and older) with 
endless curiosity about what makes machinery go. Benny is a bulldozer, and has to be 
coaxed to do anything else. But the new road superintendent got a lot of work out of 
him by promising a reward. In the process, successive chapters tell of the steps in 
making a road in the country, of the big shovel, the air compressors and drills, the 
dump truck, the crane, the pipe for the little river, the ooncrete mixer - and of their 
jobs in road building. 2 color job- board binding- cloth backbone. (9/9) 





Beim, Jerrold Morrow 
ANDY AND THE SCHOOL BUS $2.00 
° An appealing story for the child too young to go to school who wants terribly 


to go. Andy flagged the school bus every day, but in vain, until one day when the bus 
needed water and stopped just where Andy could get on. He begs so hard to be taken to 
school that his mother gives permission and off he goes fer one day's sample of what he 
will try for himself the next season. 2 color and black pictures by Leonard Shortall. 


(Publ.) 








Haywood, Carolyn Morrow 
LITTLE EDDIE $2.25 
ed Little Eddie had three older brothers - and the habits of a magpie. His won- 


derful small-sized adventures will appeal to children of the 5 te 8 level. The size of 
each episede makes practical self reading for the second grade reader, or for bedtime 
reading aloud. Lots of chuckles and Eddie will make friends. The author has illustra- 


ted her text in line. 160 pages. (9/3) 





Lattimore, Eleanor Frances 3 Morrow 
JEREMY'S ISLE $2.00 
° Again double list- for 8 to 9 self reading...A skillfully written regional 


stery of everyday life on a South Carolina plantation during summer vacation. Two white 
and two Negro children share daily experiences of exploring, caring for pets, learning 
to swim and row, and in general they have very good times together. No preaching- no 
thesis angle- but a normal story of lively children in friendly relationship. Handsome 
book with many illustrations in line by the author-artist. Good clear type. 123 pages. 


(9/30) 
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Long, Eula Morrow 
FARAWAY HOLIDAY $2.00 


Little Lupe, child of Mexico, wants to be helpful, wants to do all her older 
sister does. This is a very pleasant little story about family cooperation, suoh as 
might be anywhere, but with details that are an integral part of the Mexican background. 
lupe tries hard at homie to be helpful, with some disastrous results. ‘She wants to make 
a flower wand so that she can be in the fiesta procession- and gets half-hearted (and 
very typical) aid from a sister who doesn't much want to be bothered, but is nice 
enough about it. Then mother comes to the rescue and little Lupe has her wand- and a 
salutary lesson in the necessity of painstaking work. Third grade reader - or six and 
seven year olds read aloud. Pictures with strong Mexican flavor seem very un-American 
in techniques. (9/3) | 


Woolley, Catherine Morrow 
TWO HUNDRED PENNIES $2.00 


Some five year olds are ready for this - many five year olds would find the 
concept of saving 200 pennies a bit beyond them. David wanted an electric train and 
staged a scene when he didn't get one. So his parents put it up to him to prove his 
fitness for such an expensive toy by earning 200 pennies towards it. And they stuck 
to their resolve even at the last moment when there's a good deal of tension and an- 
guish as David breaks a mirror and fears for the loss of his hard-earned cash. It’s 
an unusual plot for a book for small children, but- properly handled- has a very 
constructive value. Vera Neville pictures in line are appropriate to the text. (9/17) 


Payne, Josephine Balfour Putnam 
THE LAST GIANT $1.50 


This just emerges from picture story book level because the text is more ex- 
tensive and sustained than the average book of that type. It's a mixture of nursery 
rhyme and fantasy, as the queen of hearts loses her tart to the knave of hearts- and 
the friendly giant who wanted people to come to tea rescues the tart (pie) and has his 
invitation accepted by the queen and the court. Somewhat English in conception of a 
tea party as the high mark of social acceptance, but a pleasant tale with lots of 
pictures. (Publ.) 


Provines, Mary Virginia " Viking 
LIZ' BETH ANN’S GOAT $2.00 


A very determined little girl wants a goat- and only a goat- for Christmas, 
and writes a letter to Santa Claus to that effect. Discouraging reports from both 
parents and Santa have little result, but when Christmas comes and the goat arrives 
only to depart in haste, Liz'beth Ann's faith is justified and a way found to have her 
wish. Children will relish this tale more, perhaps, than parents who aren't always as 
flexible as Liz'beth Ann's parents proved to be. Darling pictures by Grace Paull.(9/15) 


FIRST STEPS. IN REARING 


Note:- Several books listed above can be: double Listed here, specifically: - 
Bannon- BABY ROO;-Haywood- LITTLE EDDIE; Lattimore-— JEREMY'S ISLE; -.Long- 
FARAWAY HOLIDAY. : 


Zim, Herbert Morrow 
GOLDFISH $2.00 


All the things young people need to know about goldfish - how they happened, 
where they came from, how to care for them. With the widespread enthusiasm for this 
simplest of “pets"- this book should have appeal from third grade up. Ill'd. (8/20) 
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Davis, Lavinia R. Doubleday 
MBLDOY, MUTTON BONE, AND SAM $2.25 
as Perhaps horse stories are more in demand than any other type of juvenile- 


and Lavinia Davis can be depended on for good ones. Sam was crazy about horses- but 
craziest about the lovely little horse, Melody. On his bony nag, Mutton Bone, Sam 

rode over to the stables of the genial old Irishman, Hoofbeats Brady, to see Melody. 
And when disaster threatened, Sam and his friends evolved an ingenious plan to rescue 
their friend from his difficulties. Judy and Sam have fun- they solve a small mystery- 
and a happy ending is managed all round, but the central stuff of which this tale is 
composed concerns horses. And Paul Brown, whose work makes his books collectors’ 
items,has done the pictures for this one. Jr. Lit. Guild. (10/9) 





Lawson, Robert : ~ Little, Brown 
MR. TWIGG'S MISTAKE $2.50 
° Children will chuckle over this and adults groan (particularly if they have 


battled moles in garden and lawn) - and only Robert Lawson could get away with this 
zany and frequently hilarious story of what happened when young Amory, nicknamed 
Squirt, fed Bita Vities cereal to his pet mole, nicknamed General DeGeulle because 
he was leader of the Underground. Due to a slight mistake in the factory, this par- 
ticular box of cereal was filled with pure vitamin C, the super-duper growth vitamin. 
The mole grows and glows- larger, brighter and more playful with each feeding, de- 
lighting young Squirt, astounding the scientists, and confounding the neighbors. The 
moleg career ends in a blaze of glory as he soars aloft on e gas cloud, with oil gush- 
ing from the well he has discovered in the course of his digging. Robert Lawson's 
line drawings are perfect for such an endearing mole, but readers of his adventures 
will regret his disappearance into thin air. (10/8) 








Bothwell, Jean Morrow 
STAR OF INDIA $2.50 
° Action- plot- and excellent feeling of Indian background - for a new and well- i 


sustained story by an author who has established herself in this field. This is the 
tale of the adventures of a ten-year-old Indian girl who helps her father, Kundan Lal, 
recover his stolen medal, the jewelled Star of India, a family heirloom given the grand- 
father by the Rids of Kunwar for service to his village. The envious Rais refused to 
return the Star which he has insisted on as collateral, though the debt has been paid. 

He tries to have Kundan murdered but a friendly physician blocks the scheme, bringing 

Kundan back to consciousness. Meantime the young daughter has gone alone to steal the 

Star. Text uncluttered by non-essentials- and a holding plot. Pictures by Margaret 

Ayer. (9/17) a | 


Comfort, Mildred Houghton ; Morrow 
TREASURE ON THE JOHNNY SMOKER $2.50 


Recommended as background material - a fresh regional story of Minnesota in 
1877, in the Lake Pepin area, with good information on fur trapping and trading, food, 
and clothing. One wishes that the plot measured up to its setting, but somehow it is 
of secondary interest, seems almost a put-up job. Meek young thieves, short trips on 
the Johnny Smoker, the wise captain, his good son, the resourceful hero- all seem 
stock characters, and the plot is uninspired. (9/3) Ill’d. by James MacDonald. 


Holding, Elisabeth Sanxay : "Morrow 

MISS KELLY $2.00 

od Miss Kelly is a young and beautiful tiger cat, who can understand and speak 
the language of the humans. But she keeps this gift to herself until the dreadful day 
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when the oircus is in town and the tiger escapes and appears in Miss Kelly's kitchen 
and threatens her beloved human family. How she rescued her people and found her life 
work at the same time is told in endearing terms for all the family. The publishers 
list this for 6 to 10; we think it hits bit older, but- read aloud- is a good family 
story. All children who like animals will enter this engaging secret world with de- 
light. Margaret Johnson has drawn wonderful zoo animals in illustration. (9/17) 


Fishel, Dick Putnam 
TERRY AND BUNKY PLAY BASEBALL $1.50 75 
® An excellent first baseball book, combining sound instruction on both play 


and observation with good philosophy of sportsmanship and baseball lore. Terry and 
Bunky are very credible youngsters, who have all the enthusiasm necessary but need to 
learn the fundamentals as well as the finer points. Good story- but the game’s the 
thing. (9427 (/-2@=¢9 G//r 
EIGHT. TO ELEVEN- Fact Books 


Schneider, Herman & Nina Scott 
NOW TRY THIS $1.50 
as Second of the Let’s Find Out science series- and gauged a little higher on 


the age level, but equally successful in content and presentation of somewhat more 
difficult concepts, scientifically speaking. The authors have been able to simplify 
the basic principles of moving things,- drag, lift, roll; the basic principles of fric- 
tion,- levers, inclined planes, rollers, wheels, ball bearings. There are quantities 
of experiments which even beginning readers can work out for themselves, experiments 
using home and kitchen supplies such as blocks of wood, rubber bands, cotton balls, 
soap, screws, pencils, cans, marbles - things every household can supply. There's 4 
picture quiz which is a novel way of applying acquired information. The text is humor- 
ous and entertaining at the same time factually sound. Bill Ballantine’s pictures are 
accurate and decorative. An excellent choice for fact-finding small boys. (9/15) V.K. 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Fictton 


Lovelace, Maud Hart Crowell 
JUNIOR YEAR $2.50 


A Betsy-Tacy-Tib High School story- and sure of the following of that popular 
series. The time is 1908 - the setting again Milwaukee. And the familiar trio take a 
leaf from big sister Julia’s college activities to start a High School sorority, with 
disastrous results. The book ultimately joing the ranks of battle against greek letter 
societies (a popular phase of this season's junior fiction). These stories- while not 
exceptional in literary merit, are good, dependable teen age material, school doings, 
social doings and teen age love interest, well blended. Illustrated by Vera Neville.(9/3) 


Means, Florence Crannell Houghton, Mifflin 
ASSORTED SISTERS $2.50 


The Locke family comes from a Hopi Indian reservation to continue their social 
work as administrators of Freedom House, a settlement house in Denver. They are a close- 
knit family, composed of the Reverend Mr. Locke, his wife and four children - hard-work- 
ing and nice to belong to, as 15-year old Mary sees them. Mary finds adjustment to the 
large city high school difficult at first, but two Hast High girl friends, one Mexican, 
one Chinese, form the core of the group they call Assorted Sisters. With other earnest 
young people, they aid the Locke family in constructive social work. A persistent, if 
not always convincing bid for integration of national groups and the part high school 
crowds can play’ gives this book special value. Well-meaning-- not inspired. (10/26) 


AS- 
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Morrow 
BLAZE FACE $2.00 





Hinkle, Thomas 


Routine Hinkle fare along routine wild horse story lines, but the market for 
these seems insatiable. The focus here is on the friendship between a young horse and 
the cowboy who captured him as a colt and trained him, a friendship surmounting disas- 
ter, loss, cruelty on the part of his successive captors, and another taste of freedom 
of the range before they found each other again. Slightly better written. (Publ.) 































Scholz, Jackson Morrow 
GRIDIRON CHALLENGE $2.50 
° Big Barney Bolt, amateur heavyweight boxer, goes out for college football. 


But in the main Barney is interested in Barney. After a year and a af of playing to ()) 
the grandstands and earning small measure of esteem from his fellow students, Barney 
belatedly discovers that the good of the team matters more than making a fancy frater- 
nity or playing for personal glory. In the big game, Barney plays to win for school 

and team. Good picture of an aggressive, rather unpleasant lad, turned into a social 
success. Well-sustained story with plenty of sports interest. (9/30) 


Walden, Amelia Elizabeth Morrow 
WAVERLY $2.50 





This isn't as successful a job as the author'sGateway (see P. 297 in your 
1946 bulletin file). But countless girls want just this sort of standard college 
romance with stereotyped characters, and e& success story as plain Jane turns herself 
into a glamour girl. Motherless Jane reluctantly turns her back on her father and 
brother and a lifelong boy friend to go east to college. The traditional college 
activities find Jane as the nice, friendly, helpful girl who gives her roommate the 
lift to become socially acceptable, and who finds a substitute for the boy friend back 
home in the handsome brother of her college best friend. Entertainment values (but we 
can't help feeling that they are keyed to the privileged majority groups). (10/15) 








Martin, Bernard Viking 
RED TREASURE $2.00 











Straight adventure with all the ingredients one could ask. The time is pre- 
World War II, but the Japs are laying their plans, and a pearl diving outfit is one 
factor in the hair-raising adventures of a trio of young daredevils on the trail of 
lost gems and the solution of the mysterious death of one man, and the identity of the 
members of a gang. There's e@ suave mystery man - a crazy singing captain- a tribe of 
“sea gypsies“- a Japanese scholar - and all have bits of the secret but not enough. 
Shipwreck, tidal wave, typhoon, breaks of luck good and bad, combine for a fast-paced, 
though frankly incredible yarn of the Malay peninsula and the Pacific islands. (9/5) 














McNeer, May Viking 


THE GOLDEN FLASH $3.00 





Though listed for this age level, the story itself has appeal for somewhat 
younger children than the vocabulary would indicate. So make it about 10-13. The un- 
usual hero of this tale is ea fire engine, the first steam fire engine brought to New 
York City (in 1858). A pair of knaves thought it pure gold and made off with it. The 
engine then began a curious career of its own,- star in a circus, part of a westward 
bound wagon train, barricade for the men who used it against Indians, hut and gold mine, 
and at last a fire engine again. In the course of these adventures, the Golden Flash 
shared adventures of young people in various parts of the country. Lynd Ward illustra- 
tions add to its unique quality. Rather specialized appeal. Jr. Lit. Guild. (10/3) 
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Eaton, Jeanette Morrow 
DAVID LIVINGSTONE $3.00 
° A rewarding biography of the great scientist-explorer, revealing him as a 


humanitarian crusader in Africa, a missionary (not just simply the man whom Stanley 
found). His struggle to bring to an end the enslavement and humiliation of the 
African Negro by the white man, his own personal integrity and modesty, his persis- 
tence to his end, put him in the class of heroes. His soientific finding while ex- 
ploring regions never before reached by white men were attained while undergoing 
phenomenal hardships. His work proved of tremendous value in opening Africa to trade 
with the rest of the world. In spite of being a trifle overlong for the pace of the 
action, this still ranks high in recommendation for school and public library use. 
And Jeanette Eaton's reputation for sound and meticulous scholership in her biogra- 
phies of little-publicized figures is well sustained. Illustrated by Ralph Ray with 


line drawings. (9788-127. - 


Harpster, Hilda T. Viking 
THE INSECT WORLD $3.00 
This is top drawer nature material - handling that elusive (and not often 


appealing) insect world in dramatic story fashion which should lead young naturalists 
on to further interest and investigation. The author has broken down her material into 
How young:insects: grow, How they feed, How they breathe,and so on,illustrating her major 
divisions by the life stories of specific insects that typify the points she wishes to 
make. The Luna moth, the dragonfly, the grasshopper are chosen to tell how insects 
grow. Crickets, cockroaches, Japanese beetles, termites, and other pests and plagues 
of man and nature are discussed under the problem of how they feed. (I almost resent- 
ed getting as interested as she made me in their life cycles). The insect killers 

and the insect scavengers, the carpet beetles and the clothes moths and others, didn't 
get much sympathy. Armour and camouflage, architects and builders - these sections 
brought in yet other aspects of the many-faceted insect world. A fascinating book for 
8ll ages. The galleys showed no examples of Zhenye Gay's illustrations. But they are 
sure to be fiue. (9/15) 


CLASSICS --- REPRINTS 


Stevenson, Robert Louis Oxford 
Tasha Tudor-J/!‘d. oy , GHILD’S GARDEN OF VERSES $2.50 
is Quality merchandise- this beautiful edition of a perennial favorite with 


illustretions by Tasha Tudor in delicate pastel shades. This ig a companicn volume 

to her Mother Goose rather than to the small Calico Books - and it is a correspondingly 
better piece of color reproduction. The old fashioned child whose figure appears in 
most of the pictures might well be taken as Stevenson himself, as a delicate small boy. 
The text inoludes some poems omitted in some modern editions as well as all the old 
reliables that succeeding generations of children adore. (9/25) 


Jones, Jessie Orton ; Viking 
Lynd Ward- J/1 ‘d.- by MANY MANSIONS $4.50 


An exceedingly difficult book to place without seeing the finished book, so 
consider this in the nature of a definition rather than a review. The Lynd Ward illus- 
trations in two colors will unquestionably enhance the sales appeal of what might other- 
wise seem a rather difficult to place collection of Bible passages interpreting the 
Word of God on the lives of man. From Genesis to Revelation, Jessie Orton Jones has 
made careful selection of inspired text, supplementing this with transition paragraphs 
linking them into a larger pattern. Mrs. Jones' success in this field has won her many 
admirers, and the Chicago ares, where she is best known, is 4 particularly important 
market for this book. Subsequent comment on finished book. (9/15) 
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Fictton 


Corey, Paul Morrow 
SHAD HAUL $2.50 


Good story telling without much attempt at characterization below the sur- 
face, but with sound character building values. Two boys, both needing the wherewith- 
al to get to college launch a private venture in shad fishing, and end by creating a 
community cooperative. Through an entire shad season they buck the big commercial 
competition, only at the end to uncover the crookedness which had been responsible for 
the tricks used against them. They get into high speed for the final big run of a 
poor season, and wind up with glorious success, and the spirit of the cooperative 
affecting the spirit of the Hudson River community. (9/3) 


Decker, Duane M. S. Mill (Morrow) 
GOOD FIELD, NO HIT $2.50 


Baseball fans only- but they will love it, from early teens on up. The ball 
game lingo will defeat those not in the know. But those who understand and like it 
pronounce this a first rate yarn, fast paced, sound on fact and on the spirit and psy- 
chology of players, managers, sports writers, fans and even hecklers. The central 
character, Johnny Madigan, seemed stuck fast in bush leagues and minor leagues. His 
chance to play big league baseball is stymied by his failures at bat, until the man 
who gets the job is temporarily out of the running. Then- with the help of his small 
brother and a columnist who believes in him, Johnny conquers his phobias and makes 
good. (Publ.) 


Silvers, Earl Reed Westminster Press 
SON OF TOMORROW $2.50 
vf Here's & problem that every young college entrant is facing today in competi- 


tion with the G.I. students, bigger, older, steadier, more mature. All High School 
Seniors and their parents will be interested in this story of two brothers, both 
Rutgers Freshmen, both football players. But what the older brother achieves with 
concentrated application, the younger brother feels himself cheated out of because of 
his inability to compete on the campus. An excellent college story with many levels 
of story appeal, the primary interest lying in the author's sensitive and penetrating 
analysis of the student situation today. As dean of the school of which he writes, 
Earl Silvers’ recommendation of two years out in either business or the service before 
entering college will be of special interest to the many who face this decision. The 
army suggestion bears none of the earmarks of patriotic gesture, but is a careful and 
considered alternative to business or a special job. (10/20) 


Non-fiction 


Carrighar, Sally Knopf 
ONE DAY AT TETON MARSH $3.50 


A companion volume to One: Day on Beetle Rock, this again transposes the con- 
stant activity and awareness of the world of animals and insects in delicate and ex- 
quisite terms. Here is the wild life of Teton Marsh threugh the seasons, the dangers, 
the violence and the constant struggle for survival that all experience; an otter in 
search of his twin; a cutthroat trout; an osprey making his first flights; the last 
day of the soud trapped in a pool of silt; a mink who preys upon meadow mice, frogs 
and salamander; the gentle, frightened hare; the preud moose; the patient snail; the 
trumpeter swan, and so on. An exceptional nature book in its authentic observation, 
heightened perception. (Reported for adult readers on P. 450) (9/25) 
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Dauphin, Francine Legrand Ceward, McCann 
A FRENCH ABC $3.50 


I have very mixed feelings about this book. The idea is such a good one- the 
format is so enchanting- that I'd like to recommend it whole-heartedly. But the exeocu- 
tion of the idea leaves a good deal to be desired. Originally, the author-artist - 
while working in England during the war, planned this book as a medium for linking 
English and French children together. She hoped through pictures showing child activi- 
ties characteristically French to give children of other lands a sense of knowing 
French children like themselves. Te this end the pictures- in gay spot drawings and 
full pages, show a child sweeping a room, running through the field, upsetting things 
generally, trying to tempt the squirrel, consuming cake, failing in a histery lesson, 
making up @ stery, reading a newspaper, walking down a snowy road, washing clothes, 
playing a toy piano, erganizing a bird orchestra, posing her doll for a picture, 
geing to the store, sitting in the garden, reading, making a racket, playing with 
pots and pans, writing on a wall, climbing aboard a train, going visiting. Some of 
the pictures are beguiling in their very remoteness from an American child’s ideas of 
work or play; others seem remote from any child’s ideas; all of them are engagingly 
naive in the directness of drawing and color. But the text- beth in captions under 
the big pictures, and the individual words accompanying the letters on the opposite 
pages - include so many words wholly eutside the alphabet book age level, that one 
wonders why the author allowed herself to be so readily satisfied with words simply 
on the level of identification with the letter, rather than with common usage and 
understanding. The book may capture attention on its appearance- on the extensive 
promotion and advertising. But it wont go far towards bringing the French language 
to life for the American child. Should be used by discriminating adults. (9/2) 


Webb, Marian Morrow 
GAMES FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN $2.00 
S An excellent reference book for teachers of kindergarten to 3rd grade and an 


invaluable aid to parents who give parties for children. There are “every day" games 
and games for parties and special occasions. There is a special section for holiday 

events, such as Thanksgiving, St. Valentine’s Day, and so on. There are suggestions 

for stories, favors, poems and decorations. (10/15) 


Wright, Wendell W. World 
THE RAINBOW DICTIONARY $3.50 
an This was reported on P. 238 with a promise of supplementary report when we 


saw the finished book. The sample pages showed the gay pictures slightly off register- 
in the finished book, the illustrations (while we still don’t like them as well as the 
more imaginative illustrations in S&S Golden Dictionary) are olear cut and will appeal 
to most children tremendously. All in all it is a beautiful piece of book making. 
Jacket heavily varnished to keep it clean, a very effective and sturdy binding with 
allover design in two colors, very attractive end papers, and 1100 pictures by Joseph 
Loeb in two colors. Good type, open layout, emphasis on readability. The age level 
is higher than in Golden Dictionary, with emphasis on words in use, which will help 
even beginning readers to find the very word on which information is required, as 

“We use glue to stick things together." Purists and sticklers for exact usage will 
take exception to the loose interchangeable use of will and shall (in the first per- 
son)- but a check on the handling of may and can shows that there, at any rate, the 
lexicographer has handled the subject adequately. Illustrations, a simple explana- 
tion, the use in a sentence, all help clarify the definitions.There are three times the 
number of words compared with the Golden Dictionary, so buy this as the second step 

in the child's word interest, on the dictionary level. An important’ merchandise 

item. (publ.) 












